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Prof. Emmanuel Anati: I was born in Florence, Italy, in 1930. My
family lived in town, in a large house. My father and my uncle were
owners of Domus, an interior decoration firm. My mother played
the piano. Since 1938 my family, a Jewish family, was persecuted.
When I was eight years old, I was not allowed to go to school and
my father lost his firm. During the Second World War we had to
hide in the mountains of central Italy.
When the allied armies conquered Tuscany, we returned
to Florence to discover that most of our relatives and friends
had disappeared. Later we learned that they had perished in
concentration camps. From 1938 to 1945, for over six years, my
father did not work and did not earn a living. All our resources
were finished. My family had lost its fortune; our house had been
vandalized and partly destroyed. In 1945, after the liberation
of central Italy and before the end of the war, we migrated to
Israel and, aged 15, I was sent to live in a kibbutz. I had not gone
to school for six years and so I could not go back to school. On
the kibbutz I learned to be a carpenter but I then resolved that
I wanted to study. Without a normal school record, I could not
register for matriculation in Israel. I also had the problem of
having not yet mastered the Hebrew language and would not
have been able to pass any exam in the language.
I decided to return to Italy and I went to stay with my aunt
in Rome where I set myself to work hard on the necessary
courses, obtaining my high-school diploma in 1947. It was a sort
of a rush: I had to make it. Absorbing six years’ notions in six
months turned out to be feasible. I had my matriculation; I could
go to university. My father was an architect and he wanted me
to become a civil engineer. My aunt encouraged me. For a few
months I studied engineering at Rome University, but I realized
it was not what I wanted to do, dropped out and went back
to Israel in 1948, at the time of the birth of the state of Israel. I
was 18 and curious to participate in the events surrounding the
beginning of the new state. In 1949 I began to study geography
in Jerusalem. I felt inspired by books I was reading on the great
explorers, Captain Cook, Vasco da Gama, De Bougainville and
others, and had become attracted to the stories of discovering
unknown parts of the world. I thought that geography was my
passion and I started to study it. The courses in geography were
not what I had in mind. They were so boring that I had to give
up the passion for the kind of geography I had imagined and I
started looking for alternatives. I became more interested in the
past, in archaeology and in anthropology, searching for roots.
I followed the courses in classical archaeology given by
Professor Sukenik and Dr Avigad. The most interesting parts
were study trips to Greece, Cyprus, Turkey and various islands
of the Mediterranean. I also followed courses on Egyptian,
Mesopotamian and Near Eastern archaeology, technical courses
on the typology and classification of pottery, and on other
aspects of material culture. I followed courses in Latin and
Greek, ancient Near Eastern texts, ancient topography, Islamic
art, history, geography of the Old Testament and other themes
concerning mainly the Near East. I finally graduated in Near
Eastern archaeology and historical geography. Then I did a twoyear
Master’s in Prehistory under Dr Stekelis. The courses were
mainly concerned with the typology of flint implements. That
kind of prehistory concerned typology: defining burins, points
and scrapers, and quantitative statistics on the typology of flint
implements. It was a healthy though monotonous exercise. My
Master research work was on the Negev Desert.

Prof. Anati: At the time, nobody, including myself, knew that
there was rock art in the Negev. The survey had the purpose of
locating and mapping the archaeological sites of the assigned
area. During the survey I discovered the rock art of the Negev. I
happened to stay at a newly-born kibbutz in the desert, Sedé Boqer.
David Ben-Gurion3 had resigned as a first prime minister of the
state of Israel in 1954, but he was called back to office in 1955. In
between he lived in Sedé Boqer. He had a small wooden bungalow
with four rooms, but he only needed three so I got the fourth room,
and I stayed with Ben-Gurion and his wife Pola for several months.
His wife was preparing sandwiches for lunch and feeding me
before I started my daily work on the survey. Ben-Gurion was an
incredibly stimulating person. I learned immensely from spending
the evenings with him.

MDA: In 1980 you obtained an archaeological concession to work in
the Negev desert at Har Karkom. What attracted you to return to the
Negev desert?
Prof. Anati: I am much attracted by the desert. The empty quarter
awakens submerged memories. And this desert in particular which
is the highway between Africa and Asia, where early hominids and
then Homo sapiens crossed out of Africa. The biblical Exodus is the
idealized formula of a prototype referred to this desert. Similar
stories of migration are present among other people in different
regions of the world. People have crossed this area and left behind
their traces. Several major migrations of people took place in this
area, an eternal exodus. The concession area of Har Karkom (200
km2) is an immense open-air museum of 1,300 archaeological sites
covering nearly 2 million years of human adventure. It is a unique
place. There are Bronze Age sanctuaries, rock art of different
periods, remains of camping sites of all ages, from the lower
Palaeolithic to modern Bedouin, tumuli, menhirs and cromlechs.
The area is particularly interesting for three main reasons. First,
it is a representative section of the whole story of humankind,
from the early hominids to present. This fact alone could make it a
paramount source of study and education. Second, its role of landbridge
between the two major parts of the Old World, Africa and
Eurasia. The footsteps of people who crossed from one continent
to the other make it a vital point for understanding the movements
and diffusion of peoples and ideas.
The archaeological discoveries range from the first expansion
of hominids, to the diffusion of Homo sapiens, to the early
developments of food-producing societies, both agriculturalists
and stock-breeders, to the cultural patterns of historical times. The
area was a highway between the Nile Valley and Mesopotamia.
Third, it is the area concerned with the biblical stories, where both
the book of Genesis and Exodus locate events. Archaeology may
help to distinguish between mythical and historical realities. Har
Karkom is an immense research field and thirty years of research
there are just a starting point.

MDA: You then published the results of your research in several
languages, starting with The Mountain of God. (See interview on this research on Har Karkom on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqMjezOo40g; see also another interview, at http://ignca.nic.
in/rockart_2012_interview02.htm; ) Can you summarize the
main findings you made?
Prof. Anati: My book The Mountain of God came out in several
languages, but since then other books have appeared, like The Riddle
of Mount Sinai  and later Is Har Karkom the Biblical Mount Sinai? The
titles speak for themselves. The riddle of a mountain with Bronze
Age sanctuaries and rock art in the middle of the biblical desert of
Exodus awakens analogies with the biblical narration. However, we
have not found the visiting card of Moses yet! It is a fascinating and
puzzling problem. The description of the discovered sites has been
published in the two-volume survey report.62 The material finds
are the roots of the conceptual finds. They are the raw material of
history. And history is the raw material of the reality of our being.
Much work still remains to be done.
Har Karkom is an example of how various disciplines can help
each other. Here archaeologists, anthropologists, geographers,
biblical scholars, linguists, epigraphists, geologists and technicians
of various other disciplines helped each other in a complex research
project. The project produced more than 500 publications and even
then so many questions have not yet been answered. Many data
are recorded, and they are open to further studies. We have been
working on the Har Karkom project since 1980, 35 years. And
[bookmark: _GoBack]research is still in progress.
